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Universities of Wisconsin
UPDATES



wisconsin.edu

Focus on our students and the 13
universities that provide the
foundation for developing talent in
Wisconsin

Universities of Wisconsin Rebrand
Rebrand announced October 2023

New website launched  April 2024

https://www.wisconsin.edu/


UW HELP Name Change:

Effective September 9, UW HELP is now the Go Wisconsin Team

Go Wisconsin Team

Transition of office name on website and electronic resources to come

No interruption to our services! We are still here for you!

800-442-6459

contact@go.wisconsin.edu

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu

uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/counselors/
uw-help-mailing-list-sign-up

https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/
https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/counselors/uw-help-mailing-list-sign-up/


MyMajors
New Universities of Wisconsin major and career exploration tool available
for students to: 

Complete a free 15-minute MyMajors
self-assessment 

Receive a personalized list of
suggested majors at UW universities
that are a fit for them based on their
interests, strengths, and personality

Explore information on majors and
possible career paths wisconsin.mymajors.com

https://wisconsin.mymajors.com/


Pathways to Admission

Direct Admit Wisconsin

FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

The Wisconsin Guarantee

Traditional Application

www.wisconsin.edu/
students/wipathways

https://www.wisconsin.edu/students/wipathways/


TRADITIONAL ADMISSION DIRECT ADMIT WISCONSIN
THE WISCONSIN

GUARANTEE

Which Universities of Wisconsin are participating? All UW Universities
All UW Universities except
UW-Eau Claire, UW-La Crosse
& UW-Madison

All UW Universities

How is eligibility determined? Holistic Review of Multiple
Student Factors

High School Courses & GPA

Class Rank Determined by GPA
on 11th Grade Transcript

Top 5% Admitted to ALL UWs

Top 10% Admitted to All UWs
Except UW-Madison

When are admission
  decisions made?

Beginning August 1/August of
Senior Year, Application Date
and UW Decision Date

July Before Senior Year
Beginning August 1/August of
Senior Year, Application Date
and UW Decision Date

Do high schools have to agree to opt in? No Yes No

Do students have to agree to participate? No Yes No

Are applications required? Yes No Yes

Are application fees required? Yes, if charged by the UW
university No

Yes, if charged by the UW
university

Available to out-of-state applicants? Yes No  No

Admission guaranteed to a UW university? No Yes* Yes

Admission guaranteed to specific academic
programs/majors? No No NoPa
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The Wisconsin Guarantee
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Beginning with the high school class of 2025, the Wisconsin

Guarantee (Wisconsin Act 95) requires schools to prepare a class

ranking of pupils for the purposes of facilitating guaranteed

admissions to the Universities of Wisconsin. 

www.wisconsin.edu/
wisconsin-guarantee 

https://www.wisconsin.edu/wisconsin-guarantee/


The Wisconsin Guarantee
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

 First-year applicants from Wisconsin high schools who are...

 Top 10% of their class at the end of 11th grade

 ... will be guaranteed to all UW universities except UW-Madison.

or are a National Merit Scholarship finalist 

or Wisconsin residents who are homeschooled and receive an ACT
score in the national 90th percentile ranking or higher



The Wisconsin Guarantee
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

 First-year applicants from Wisconsin high schools who are...

 Top 5% of their class at the end of 11th grade

or are a National Merit Scholarship finalist

or Wisconsin residents who are homeschooled and receive an ACT
score in the national 98th percentile ranking or higher

 ... will be guaranteed admission to all UWs including UW-Madison provided
they apply on or before the Early Action deadline of November 1.



The Wisconsin Guarantee
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Class rank determined by GPA on 11th grade transcript

Top 10%: Admitted to all UWs except UW-Madison

Top 5%: Admitted to all UWs

Application and all required materials for admission is required

UW-Madison: Early Action Deadline of November 1
www.wisconsin.edu/

wisconsin-guarantee 

https://www.wisconsin.edu/wisconsin-guarantee/


Direct Admit Wisconsin
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Direct Admit Wisconsin is the Universities of Wisconsin
program proactively offering direct admission to students

Direct admission is an alternative to the typical college
admission process 

www.wisconsin.edu/
direct-admissions

https://www.wisconsin.edu/direct-admissions/


Direct Admit Wisconsin
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

UW-Green Bay

UW-Milwaukee

UW Oshkosh

UW-Parkside

UW-Platteville

UW-River Falls

UW-Stevens Point

UW-Stout

UW-Superior

UW-Whitewater



Direct Admit Wisconsin
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Focus energy on exploring universities and finding the right fit

Ensure all students know they have a place at the
Universities of Wisconsin

www.wisconsin.edu/
direct-admissions

Streamline college admissions process
No application, no application fee, no admission essay
Direct Admit Form

https://www.wisconsin.edu/direct-admissions/


Direct Admit Wisconsin
FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Direct Admit Form

Direct Admit Offers

apply.wisconsin.edu/
direct-admit

https://apply.wisconsin.edu/direct-admit


Direct Admit Wisconsin
FOR PARTICIPATING WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOLS

October 11, 2024: TBD

Save the Date! Statewide convening to recap Year 1! 

November 8, 2024: Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells (following the
WSCA Conference)

www.wisconsin.edu/
direct-admissions

https://www.wisconsin.edu/direct-admissions/


Direct Admit Wisconsin

www.wisconsin.edu/direct-admissions/
participating-high-schools

Direct Admit Wisconsin is accepting new high schools for Year 2
(Class of 2026)!

Sign up for an information session and complete the
interest form

FOR WISCONSIN HIGH SCHOOLS

https://www.wisconsin.edu/direct-admissions/participating-high-schools/


Traditional application for admission to
any UW university

www.apply.wisconsin.edu

Traditional Application
FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Application, college essay, transcripts,
and other required documents

Application deadlines
apply.wisconsin.edu

https://apply.wisconsin.edu/


FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Traditional Application

All UWs
Each student is unique. Please tell us about the particular life experiences,
talents, commitments, and/or interests you will bring to our campus.

Essay Updates

uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/
apply-to-your-uw/

prepare-your-essay

Updated universal essay

Essay requirement will vary by UW 
Required, not required, or optional

https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/apply-to-your-uw/prepare-your-essay/


FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Traditional Application

No application fee to apply as an
undergraduate student to all UWs
with the following exceptions: 

       UW-Eau Claire, UW-La Crosse, and
       UW-Madison.

Students can self-report need for
financial needs-based waiver in the
Universities of Wisconsin Application



Traditional Application
FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

ACT/SAT test-optional for students applying for undergraduate
admission to terms Fall 2025 to Summer 2027

Applies to:
Class of 2025 (current seniors) applying for admission to Fall 2025 term 
Class of 2026 (current juniors) applying for admission to Fall 2026 term 

TBD for Class of 2027 and beyond



Traditional Application
FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Students can choose if they want to
submit ACT/SAT scores for admission
review and will need to indicate a
decision on the application for admission

Students opting out of ACT/SAT
scores will not be negatively impacted



Commitment to Affordability

www.wisconsin.edu/
tuition-promise

New! 2025 Wisconsin Tuition Promise (Fall 2025-Spring 2029):
Wisconsin resident, undergraduate students (new first–year and transfer
students) with family Adjusted Gross Incomes (AGI) ≤ $55,000 who enroll at
participating UWs in fall 2025 will be eligible. FAFSA completion required.

UW-Madison undergraduates have access to Bucky’s Tuition Promise

UW-Milwaukee undergraduates have access to Milwaukee Tuition Promise

All UWs are participating except for UW-Madison and UW-Milwaukee.

https://www.wisconsin.edu/tuition-promise/


Commitment to Affordability
Minnesota Reciprocity

The Minnesota-Wisconsin Higher Education Reciprocity Agreement
allows Minnesota and Wisconsin residents to attend higher education
institutions in either state without having to pay nonresident tuition.

MN students seeking reciprocity should apply for admission to a UW.
Then, apply for reciprocity (reciprocity applications typically open in
February). 

Reciprocity benefits will be automatically renewed each year for
students attending a reciprocity college or university in Wisconsin.



Commitment to Affordability
Midwest Student Exchange Program (MSEP)

Program allows undergraduate and graduate students from
participating states, including Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin to attend colleges or universities in
other participating states at a reduced tuition rate.

Incoming new freshmen who meet criteria will automatically qualify at
the time of admission. No separate application is required. 



Commitment to Affordability
Nonresident Midwest Tuition Rate

Tuition reduction program for selected new freshmen who are Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Ohio, or South Dakota residents. 

Only new freshmen are eligible to be awarded the Midwest Tuition Rate.

Midwest Tuition Rate is equivalent to 150% of the tuition a
Wisconsin resident would pay.

Incoming new freshmen who meet criteria will automatically qualify at
the time of admission. No separate application is required. 



2025-2026 FAFSA
At this time, an official launch of the 2025-2026 FAFSA form will be
facilitated through a new process.

Starting on October 1, the 2025-26 FAFSA form will be released for
testing with a limited set of students and institutions.
The application will be made available to all students on or before
December 1.

Students should attempt to complete the 2025-26 FAFSA as early as
possible once the form is available.

College Goal Wisconsin (collegegoalwi.org):
Dates in January 2025

https://collegegoalwi.org/


UW University
UPDATES





























Universities of Wisconsin Resources

Reach out!
Request presentations and visits tailored to you
and your students!

WE ARE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!

800-442-6459

contact@go.wisconsin.edu

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu
uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/counselors/
request-an-outreach-presentation

https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/
https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/counselors/request-an-outreach-presentation/


Universities of Wisconsin Resources
WE ARE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!

Universities of Wisconsin 
Go Wisconsin (UW HELP) Website

Go Wisconsin (UW HELP) Additional Resources
Paths to Admission 

Direct Admit Wisconsin
Wisconsin Guarantee

Universities of Wisconsin Admission Pathway Portal 
Direct Admit Form 

MyMajors 
Online Wisconsin 

Find a Program 
Wisconsin Tuition Promise 

wisconsin.edu 
uwhelp.wisconsin.edu
uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/resources
wisconsin.edu/students/wipathways
wisconsin.edu/direct-admission
wisconsin.edu/wisconsin-guarantee 
apply.wisconsin.edu
apply.wisconsin.edu/direct-admit
wisconsin.mymajors.com
online.wisconsin.edu
apply.wisconsin.edu/find-a-program
wisconsin.edu/tuition-promise

Today’s PowerPoint:
uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/counselors/fall-workshops

https://www.wisconsin.edu/
https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/
https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/resources/
https://www.wisconsin.edu/students/wipathways/
https://www.wisconsin.edu/direct-admissions/
https://www.wisconsin.edu/wisconsin-guarantee/
https://apply.wisconsin.edu/
https://apply.wisconsin.edu/direct-admit
https://wisconsin.mymajors.com/
https://online.wisconsin.edu/
https://apply.wisconsin.edu/find-a-program
https://www.wisconsin.edu/tuition-promise/
https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/counselors/fall-workshops/


Universities of Wisconsin Resources
WE ARE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!

UW-Eau Claire
UW-Green Bay
UW-La Crosse
UW-Madison

UW-Milwaukee
UW Oshkosh
UW-Parkside

UW-Platteville
UW-River Falls

UW-Stevens Point
UW-Stout

UW-Superior
UW-Whitewater

uwec.edu/admissions
uwgb.edu/admissions
uwlax.edu/admissions
admissions.wisc.edu
uwm.edu/undergrad-admission
uwosh.edu/admissions
uwp.edu/apply/admissions
uwplatt.edu/admission
uwrf.edu/admissions
uwsp.edu/admissions-aid
uwstout.edu/admissions-aid
uwsuper.edu/admissions
uww.edu/admissions

http://www.uwec.edu/admissions/
https://www.uwgb.edu/admissions/
http://www.uwlax.edu/admissions/
http://www.admissions.wisc.edu/
https://uwm.edu/undergrad-admission/
http://www.uwosh.edu/admissions
http://www.uwp.edu/apply/admissions/index.cfm
http://www.uwplatt.edu/admission
https://www.uwrf.edu/admissions
https://www.uwsp.edu/admissions-aid/
https://www.uwstout.edu/admissions-aid
http://www.uwsuper.edu/admissions
http://www.uww.edu/admissions/


2024 Fall Workshops

THANK YOU!
800-442-6459

contact@go.wisconsin.edu

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu

https://uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/



